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meat He never could bring himself to dun a customer, and one noble
owner of an important landscape, doubtless by an oversight, remained his
debtor. He came to the conclusion, however, that gifts of paintings were
seldom valued, a not'uncommon experience of artists, whether in friendly
transactions or in the calls which organisers of charity sales lightheartedly
make upon painters, musicians and actors.
Nor was he at all eager to extend his practice overseas. Netded by local
criticism of his pictures at Melbourne, he rebuffed an offer from the
National Art-Collections Fund to represent him in Queensland. He had
resented the apathy of Pittsburgh and other cities to which he had sent
without result, and my attempt to introduce Duveen as a gangway for his
pictures to the States came to nothing as will be told later, in face of his
indifference.
Mddon and Hythe
I will interpose here two letters to Tonks, one from Maldon in 1920,
the other from Hythe, Southampton Water, of 7 September, 1921:
I am very glad to get your most interesting letter and to hear that you have struck
such a delightfbl spot, which in spite of some discomfort must be a land of enchant-
ment and eminently suited to die gentle art of water colour painting. I expect you are
able to discard subjects which if they were here we should gulp at, however in a smalt
way this is not altogether a bad place; the chief interest so far as I am concerned being
the river which at low tide is a tiny meandering stream but at high ride, almost like a
lake with plenty of barges and a fleet of small fishing boats which are extremely grace-
ful in shape and very interesting when they manoeuvre the sails except that they do it
so quickly that it is heartbreaking to get hold of....
In our lighter moments we sometimes indulge in a mild form of excavation which ,
consists in overhauling earth thrown up fiom the digging of the foundations of a
house and we found several pieces of a Roman urn and some bits of bone. I need
hardly say that Brown gets restive while this folly is proceeding and eventually when he
can stand it no longer goes for a solitary walk.
Drummond Arms Hotel
I am afraid you will think I have been a long time in writing you my annual fetter,
especially as you sent me so many kind messages through Gray when I was ill and I
much appreciate your thoughtfulness in putting many people off writing, of which I
have had an exceptionally heavy dose what with my illness and my domestic affairs,
which have been a source of worry, but happily my niece came to the rescue and in
several of her letters she has told me how extremely kind you have been to her, for
which both she and I are equally gratefoL Mrs. Ormond and Miss Sargent also seem
to have treated her with much Hnjng$y thanks to your introduction, and she was
delighted with them both". Gray has been a perfect brick, and has done for me afl
that any human being could possibly do. All I regret is that I am afiatd I have made
him waste a great deal of his time, but lattedy we^vegottoweAaisdaielxg^Hiff^
to find out & possibilities of a not too promising place which affords nothing in the